Enlightened Rebellion

by Osho
Revolutions in the past have happened all around the world, but no revolution has succeeded in
doing what it promised. It promised equality, without understanding the psychology of human
individuality. Each human individual is so unigue that to force them to equality is not going to
make people happy, but utterly miserable.
I also love the idea of equality, but in a totally different way. My idea of equality is equal
opportunity for all to be unequal, equal opportunity for all to be unigue and themselves.
Certainly they will be different from each other, and a society which does not have variety
and differences is a very poor society. Variety brings beauty, richness, color.
But it has not yet dawned on the millions around the world that revolution has not helped, and
they still go on thinking in terms of revolution. They have not understood anything from the
history of man.
It is said that history repeats itself. I say it is not history that repeats itself; it only seems
tfo repeat itself because man is absolutely unconscious and he goes on doing the same thing
again and again without learning anything, without becoming mature, alert, and aware.
When all the revolutions have failed, some new door should be opened. There is no point in
again and again changing the powerful into the powerless and the powerless into the powerful,
this is a circle that goes on moving.
I don’t preach revolution. I am utterly against revolution. I say unto you that my word for
the future, and for those who are intelligent enough in the present, is rebellion.
What is the difference?
Rebellion is individual action; it has nothing to do with the crowd. Rebellion has nothing to do
with politics, power, violence. Rebellion has something to do with changing your consciousness,
your silence, your being. It is a spiritual metamorphosis.
And each individual passing through a rebellion is not fighting with anybody else, but is
fighting only with his own darkness. Swords are not needed, bombs are not needed; what is
needed is more alertness, more meditativeness, more love, more prayerfulness, more
gratitude. Surrounded by all these qualities you are born anew.
I teach this new man, and this rebellion can become the womb for the new man I teach. We
have tried collective efforts and they have failed. Now let us try individual efforts. And if
one man becomes aflame with consciousness, joy, and blissfulness, he will become contagious
to many more.
Rebellion is a very silent phenomenon that will go on spreading without making any noise and
without even leaving any footprints behind. It will move from heart to heart in deep silences,
and the day it has reached to millions of people without any bloodshed, just the understanding
of those millions of people will change our old primitive animalistic ways.
It will change our greed, and the day greed is gone there is no question of accumulating
money. No revolution has been able to destroy greed, those who come into power become
greedy.
Unless there is a rebelliousness spreading from individual to individual, unless we can create an
atmosphere of enlightenment around the world where greed will fall down on its own accord,
where anger will not be possible, where violence will become impossible, where love will be just
the way you live... where life should be respected, where the body should be loved,
appreciated, where comfort should not be condemned. It is natural to ask for comfort.



The whole of nature wants comfort, the whole of nature wants all the luxury that is possible.
But our religions have been teaching us against luxury, against comfort, against riches.

A man of enlightenment sees with clarity that it is unnatural to demand from people, "You
should be content with your poverty, you should be content with your sicknesses, you should
be content with all kinds of exploitation, you should be content and you should not try to rise
higher, to reach to the sun and the rain and the wind.” This is an absolutely unnatural
conditioning that we are all carrying. Only a rebellion in your being can bring you to this
clarity.

It should not be that only once in a while there is a Gautam Buddha, once in a while there is
a Jesus, once in a while there is a Socrates -- the names can be counted on only ten fingers.
This is simply unbelievable. It is as if your garden is full of rosebushes, thousands of
rosebushes, and once in a while one rosebush blossoms and gives you roses. And the remaining
thousands remain without flowers?

Unless a rosebush comes to blossom it cannot dance -- for what? It cannot share. it has
nothing to share. It remains poor, empty, meaningless. Whether it lived or not makes no
difference.

The only difference is that when it blossoms and offers its songs and its flowers and its
fragrance to existence and to anybody who is willing to receive, the rosebush is fulfilled. Its
life has not been just a meaningless drag, it has become a beautiful dance full of songs, a
deep fulfillment that goes to the very roots.

My rebellion is absolutely individual and it will spread from individual to individual. Sometime
this whole planet is bound to become enlightened. Idiots may try to wait and see what
happens to others, but they also finally have to join the caravan.

The very idea of enlightenment is so new, although it is not something that has not been
known before. There have been enlightened people, but they never brought enlightenment as a
rebellion. That is what is new about it. They became enlightened, they became contented,
they became fulfilled, and a great fallacy happened and I have to point it out. Although I
feel not to show any mistakes of the enlightened ones -- I feel sad about it -- but my
responsibility is not for the dead. My responsibility is for those who are alive and for those
who will be coming.

So I have to make it clear. Gautam Buddha, Mahavira, Adinatha, Lao Tzu, Kabir, all these
people who became enlightened attained to tremendous beauty, to great joy, to utter ecstasy
-- to what I have been calling satyam, shivam, sundram, the fruth, the godliness of the truth
and the beauty of that godliness.

But because they had become enlightened they started teaching people to be contented:
"Remain peaceful, remain silent.” This is the Fallacy. They attained contentment after a long
search. It was a conclusion, not a beginning. it was the very end product of their
enlightenment, but they started telling people that you can be contented right now: "Be
fulfilled, be silent.”

That's how they became anti-rebellious, without perhaps knowing that if a poor man remains
contented with his poverty it is dangerous, if a slave remains contented with his slavery, it is
dangerous.

So all the enlightened people of the past attained to great heights, about which there is no
doubt. But there is a fallacy that they all perpetuated without exception. The fallacy is that
they began telling people to start with that which comes in the end. The flower comes only in
the end; one has to start with the roots, with the seed. And if you tell people to start with



the roses, then the only way is to purchase roses of plastic. The only way to be contented
without meditation is to be a hypocrite, because deep down you are angry, deep down you are
furious, deep down you want to freak out, and on the surface you are showing immense peace.
This peace has been like a cancer to humanity.

Man is divided into false personality and authentic individuality. Every man on the earth who is
not in deep meditation is schizophrenic, there is no need for any other symptoms. It is just
the natural, almost natural condition, from being told for thousands of years to be hypocrites.
My idea of a rebellion means a rebellion based on meditation, for the first time in the history
of man. And because each individual has to work upon himself, there is no question of any
fight, there is no question of any organization, there is no question of any conspiracy, there
is no question of planting bombs and hijacking airplanes.

I am not interested in hijacking airplanes, neither am I interested in destroying any
governments. But it will be the final result of my individual rebellion based on meditation:
governments will disappear. They have to disappear; they have been nothing but a nuisance on
the earth. Nations have to disappear. There is no need of any nations,; the whole earth
belongs to the whole of humanity. There is no need of any passports, there is no need of any
visas.

This earth is ours, and what kind of freedom is there if we cannot even move? Everywhere
there are barriers, every nation is a big imprisonment. Just because you cannot see the
boundaries you think you are free. Just try to pass through the boundary and immediately you
will be faced with a loaded gun: "6o back inside the prison. You belong to this prison. You
cannot enter into another prison without permission.” These are your nations!

Certainly, a rebellion of my vision will take away all this garbage of nations, and discrimination
between white and black, and give the whole of humanity a natural, relaxed, comfortable life.
This is possible, because science has given us everything that we need, even if the population
of the earth is three times more than it is today.

Just a little intelligence is needed -- which will be released by meditation -- and we can have
a beautiful earth with beautiful people, and a multidimensional freedom which is not just a
word in the dead constitution books but a living reality.

One thing finally to be remembered: the days of revolution are past. We have tried them
many times, and every time the same story is repeated. Enough. Now something new is
urgently needed. And except for the idea that I am giving to you of a rebellion, individual,
and based on meditativeness, there is no other alternative proposed anywhere in the world.



